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He expressed a wish to have another vessel, but as none was
near enough he would await developments. The suggestion was
that the Baltimore was not far away; that she ought to
be where the department needed her, rather than in the Mediter-
ranean, where things were undisturbed. To this the secretary
replied that he wanted her to go round the world. But when
it was intimated that she could do this as well by going west
as by going east, he replied, "If you prefer that, you can go
by way of Chile. When can you start!" The reply was, "As
soon as the return trip to Europe can be made/' It was ex-
plained to the secretary, as the cruiser needed coal and other
supplies for this long voyage, and that she would be without
docking facilities for a long time, it might be well to dock her
at Toulon, where the facilities were excellent, preliminary to
leaving Europe. This was done, and when the commander ar-
rived at Toulon, on the llth of February, 1891, the Baltimore
was ready to start on her long voyage to South America. Her
ehartSy however, for the new cruising ground had not reached
Toulon on February 15th, the day of sailing for Gibraltar.

On the morning of February 19th, while the Baltimore was
at anchor in the harbor of Gibraltar, the English Channel Squad-
ron, commanded by Sir Michael Culme Seymour, Vice-Admiral,
arrived. This great squadron was composed of the battleships
Anson, Rodney, Howe, Camperdown, and several large cruisers.
Outside the wind was fresh from the westward, with a rough
sea, but this did not interfere with the squadron's sea evolu-
tions, nor with anchoring in line formation simultaneously at
distance. To the seaman's eyes this evolution was cleverly
executed.

Gibraltar is impressive as a stronghold, with its galleries of
guns advantageously located for defense and so placed as to
sweep every approach. Naturally the position is strong, and
bristling with the heaviest modern artillery and provided with
ample supplies of both food and ammunition, the task of captur-
ing it would prove a most difficult problem, as many early
attempts proved; but, with possession of it since 1783, Eng-
land's sovereignty has never since been disturbed, although she
guards it with jealous care. In the parlance of modern days,
the strength of any defensive work is better comprehended whenould that be necessary.emory isederich, then in daily anticipation of being. Hererom their fishing grounds nor tempted
